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AP European History

Course Description
The course description and objectives EXACTLY parallel the course descriptions and objectives of the College Board AP European History course as elucidated in the College Board Course Description Book also known as the Acorn Book. This is a college level course.
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European History, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing. This thirty-week course is a study of the social, economic, cultural, intellectual, political and diplomatic history of Modern Europe and its place in the history of the world from the fall of Constantinople to the fall of the Berlin wall and the Soviet Union. The course will be taught at a level and rigor equivalent to that required of students in a college freshman or sophomore Modern European History course. The course objective is to develop an understanding of the major periods, ideas, movements, trends, and themes that characterize European history from approximately 1450-the high Renaissance-to the present. Students develop the ability to analyze historical evidence and express understanding and analysis in writing. We try to prepare our students to be successful at undertaking university-level work. The course will correspond to recent trends in history curricula at the undergraduate level and will prepare students for the College Board examination in European History given in the spring. A primary goal for the scholars in the course will be to achieve a high score on the Advanced Placement Exam in mid May. It is understood that all students electing this course will take the Advanced Placement Exam in Modern European History.  

Course Map for AP European History (no course map available at this time)
Recommended prerequisite:
Highly successful completion of 1 credit in Social Studies
Credit: 



1.0
Department:


Social Studies
Course Resources: 
AP European History

Required materials provided by IVS:

· ISBN:  0131733486.  The Western Heritage:  Since 1300.  9th ed.  Donald Kagan, Steven Ozment, Frank Turner.  Prentice Hall.  2006.  (8th ed. ISBN:  0131828835 is also acceptable.)

· A Student’s Guide to Modern European History.  Robert Sanderson, Ph.D.  Advanced Academic Publications.  2002. (CD format – shipped during the Spring term of the class)

Optional1 materials:

· ISBN:  0314096744.  Western Civilization:  Comprehensive Volume.  3rd ed.  Jackson J. Speilvogel.  West Publishing.  1997.  (any edition is acceptable)

· ISBN:  039596413X.  A History of Western Society.  McKay, John P.; Hill, Bennett D. and Buckler, John.  Houghton Mifflin.  August 1998.  (any edition is acceptable)

· ISBN:  0075574179.  A History of the Modern World.  7th ed.  Palmer, R.R. and Colton, Joel.  McGraw Hill.  November 1990.  (any edition is acceptable)

· ISBN:  0393968855.  A History of Modern Europe from the Renaissance to the Present.  Merriman, John. W.W. Norton. August 1997.  (any edition is acceptable)
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10112 West Dubois Road, P.O. Box 103  -  Edwards, IL 61528

309/676-1000 (Voice)      309/680-5808 (FAX)  


[image: image2.jpg]